City of St John, Kansas        







Regular Council Meeting
Council Chambers, 115 E 4th St





           

             November 17th, 2015, 7:00 PM


   Call to Order
Mayor Juliann M Owens called the regular meeting of the St John City Council to order on Tuesday, November 17th, 2015 at 7:00 pm. 
Alex Robinson opened with a word of prayer.
Attendance
Mayor Juliann M Owens, Council Members Bobby Stimatze, Shari Williamson, Troy Hanson, Marshal Sanders, and Mark Bryant.
Staff members present were Cory Tagtow, City Superintendent; LaDona S Garcia, City Clerk; Adam Sayler, Police Chief.
Other citizens present were Carol Riegel, Terry Spradley, Terry Welch, Estrella Fernandez, Pat Welch, T.J Frink, and Alex Robinson. Isabella Martinez Haskins and Sabrina Gomez came at 7:40 pm.
Additions to the Agenda    









Troy Hanson moved to approve the additions to the agenda which included the following items: 1. Approval Ordinance #1031 Standard Traffic Ordinance and Approval Ordinance #1032 Uniform Public Offense Code to the consent agenda. 2. Connect fee for Ohio Township under administration-Superintendent and under new business moving the next regular meeting on December 1st from 6 to 7.
         Seconded by Marshal Sanders.  No discussion. Motion carried 5-0.
Citizen Comment

Terry Welch, owner of Stafford County Trash Service, INC, visited with the council about the trash service and the letter he received from council.   He asked for more clarification with the item list in the letter. There was discussion between the Mayor and Terry.
Consent Agenda

Mark Byrant moved to approve the consent agenda which included the following items: 
a) Minutes for Regular Meeting of 11-03-2015;

 b) 
Appropriation ordinance #11-17-2015 in the amount of $19,019.07.

Appropriation Ordinance #11-17-2015 in the amount of $19,019.07
                     
 General Fund    

$  2,939.10
       


 Library

   
$     668.95




 Sewer Utility

$     452.96

                                                              

       

 Water & Light

$14,958.06




C) Cindy Friesen, Physical Education Teacher for St John Elementary, requesting to reserve the skating rink for



 PE Class on January 4-8 and January 11-15 9:30-11:30 am
Seconded by Troy Hanson. No discussion. Motion carried 5-0
Police Department

Chief Adam Sayler reported on his visit with the County Commissioner on November 12, 2015 for the possible sell of the county impound lot. He also explained the county wasn’t selling but using for evidence storage. The local towing companies are now handling the towing and storage of vehicles. There was discussion between council and Chief Sayler. 
The council asked about the rotation schedule for the police officers with being fully staffed. Chief Sayler answered and explained the rotation schedule. 
Fire Department-No Report
Administration – City Clerk 
City Clerk LaDona S Garcia visited with the council on the increase of 12% premium cost for insurance from BCBS. There was discussion between the council and LaDona. 
Shari Williamson moved to approve for the city to except the Elite program, with the premium being split 95% paid by the city and 5% paid by the employee. If there is an increase in the future, the premium may need to be split differently with the employee taking on more of the percentage.   Seconded by Mark Bryant. There was discussion. Motion carried 5-0.  
LaDona requested the council renew the cereal malt beverage license for Dillions.  Bobby Stimatze moved to renew the cereal malt beverage license for Dillions. Seconded Mark Byrant. No discussion. Motion carried 5-0
LaDona invited the council to the Christmas/Employee Appreciation Lunch, on December 18th between 11-1 pm. There was conversation between the mayor and council. The consensus was to close the office between 11-1 so everyone could enjoy the lunch. 
LaDona requested for the city office be closed on December 24th, since the city doesn’t close on two of the other government holidays; Columbus Day and Martin Luther King Day. After discussion, Troy Hanson moved to close the city office on December 24th. Seconded by Marshal Sanders.  No Discussion. Motion carried 5-0
LaDona presented Ordinance #1031 and #1032 which would adopt the 2015 Standard Traffic Ordinance and Uniform Public Offense Code. These two ordinances would repeal #1025 and #1026. Bobby Stimatze moved to approve Ordinance #1031 and #1032 which adopts the new 2105 Standard Traffic Ordinance and Uniform Public Offense Code. Seconded by Mark Bryant. No discussion. Motion carried 5-0.
Administration – Superintendent

 Superintendent Cory Tagtow updated the status on the lighting, ceiling and other improvements at the Witt Center.  There was discussion and the issue was tabled until December 1, 2015, to allow more time to research the funding of the improvements.
There was discussion for fixing dips in the street on Monroe and other streets. Cory would also like to look at the drainage at that intersection. This issue was tabled until December 1, 2015.

Mark Byrant and Bobby Stimatze wanted to thank Cory for the improvements he has made. This thank you also comes from citizens in the community.

Cory discussed with the council about establishing a connection fee for the Ohio Township. City Code explained that the council will decide on a fee. There was discussion between Cory and the council. The council requested for LaDona to research what other cities charge. This issue will be tabled until December 1, 2015. 
City Attorney
City Attorney John Belvin added some clarification about the junk vehicles and impounding them. The council had a conversation with John on this issue.  Council would like LaDona to research the possibility of the city creating their own impound lot.
John informed the council effective July 1, 2012, they do not have to print the whole ordinance in the local newspaper. They can pass an ordinance to print a summary in the paper and then produce the whole ordinance on the website. There was discussion and the council would like LaDona to look into it.  

John asked the council to consider the possibility of using neighborhood county services for housing defendants ordered to serve time in jail. There was discussion between the council, Chief Sayler, and John. The council requested that LaDona contact the local county sheriff’s office to see about the cost and report back.
Old Business
Stafford County Trash Service, INC- no discussion.
New Business

Mayor Juliann M Owens requested the meeting time for December 1, 2015 regular council meeting be changed from 7:00 pm to 6:00 pm, to allow council to attend St John Junior High Winter Concert.  The census of the council was to have the time moved. 
With no further business, Troy Hanson moved to adjourn the meeting 8:10 p.m. Seconded by Mark Byrant. No discussion.  Motion carried 5-0.
Next regular council meeting will be Tuesday, December 1st, 2015 at 6 pm.
_____________________
Juliann M Owens, Mayor   
_____________________
LaDona S Garcia, City Clerk
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