City of St John, Kansas        







Regular Council Meeting
Council Chambers, 115 E 4th St





           


  October 6, 2015, 7:00 PM


Call to Order
Mayor Juliann M Owens called the regular meeting of the St John City Council to order on Tuesday, October 6, 2015 at 7:00 pm. 
Alex Robinson opened with a word of prayer.
Attendance
Mayor Juliann M Owens, Council Members Bobby Stimatze, Shari Williamson, Troy Hanson, Marshal Sanders, and Mark Bryant.
Staff members present were LaDona Garcia, City Clerk; John Beverlin II, City Attorney; Adam Sayler, Police Chief; Cory Tagtow, City Superintendent; Reuben Martin, Street and Park Forman; and Doris Tompkins, City Health Officer. 
Other citizens present were Carol Riegel, Terry Spradley, Amy and Shawn Collins, Faye Trent, Terry Welch, Nick Garcia, Leslie Gomez, and Alex Robinson. 
Additions to the Agenda    









Mark Bryant moved to approve the additions to the agenda which included the following items:
A) Citizen Comment-Nick Garcia and their water meter
B) Fire Dept-Open Burn Period

C) Clerk- discussion of delinquent individual utility bill

D) Superintendent-Executive session to review skating manager applications
E) Electric Department-Approval of invoice over spending limit
                Seconded by Bobby Stimatze.  No discussion. Motion carried 5-0.
Citizen Comment-No Report
Consent Agenda

Mark Bryant moved to approve the consent agenda which included the following items: 
a) Approve Minutes for Regular Meeting of 09-15-2015;


b) Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of 09-22-2015; 

c) 
Approve appropriation ordinance #10-06-2015 in the amount of $ 109,259.19.

Appropriation Ordinance #10-06-2015 in the amount of $109,259.19.
                     
 General Fund    

$ 19,460.97
       


 Jubilee Fund 
   
$ 25.00 





 Solid Waste

$ 100.00 





 Sewer Utility

$1,112.44


                                                              

       

 Water & Light

$ 88,560.78



Seconded by Troy Hanson. No discussion. Motion carried 5-0
Police Department

Adam requested approval for replacing Sgt. Aaron Rudy’s body armor for $769.88. Troy Hanson moved to approve the purchase of Sgt. Rudy’s body armor for $769.88. Seconded by Mark Byrant. No discussion. Motion carried 5-0
Adam requested for the council to increase his spending limit from $500.00 to $1,000.00, because of the inflation of normal daily activities. There are several items he has to order which is over the $500.00 limit. Council and Adam discussed different scenarios and opinions.  Mark Bryant moved to increase Adam’s spending limit from $500.00 to $1,000.00. Seconded by Marshal Sanders. No discussion. Motion carried 4-1. Nay Vote by Bobby Stimatze.
Fire Department

LaDona explained the office was receiving request for burn permits. She asked the council when they would like to start the burn period. According to Chief Sanders, the burn period usually runs for a month. Conesus of the council was to start the open burn period to begin on October 6, 2015 thru November 6, 2015.
Administration – City Clerk
Faye Trent, GPDL presented information and explained the next step in the sidewalk grant. Faye introduced her new employee Leslie Gomez, who will be assisting the city with the project from here on out.  Faye had the mayor sign the environmental report and then she will send it to the state. Once they receive it the city can start the project. 
LaDona updated the council on the status of the main entry way on 4th St.  She told them that the Collins’ were waiting for the city to build the irrigation system.  Mel had promised to build one out of used water parts before he left and for the lights to be installed. According to Jeff, Amy Collins and he just need to get together and pick them out. Amy reminded them that the Stafford County 4-H has a volunteer role in this project; the project leader is Greyson Collins. She presented an invoice, showing them what exactly the council’s $500.00 donation was used for. Amy was present to answer additional questions and give background to how the project originated. She explained that some of the up keep cost was funded by the Collins’s.

One of LaDona’s concerns is who would take care of the project after Greyson leaves for college. She suggested looking into a beautification committee, to help take care of this project and the Tree Board. The committee would consist of volunteers; there are at least three citizens who have expressed interest in this committee. Conesus of the council is to create the committee and use the tree board fund to help support the committee.
Nick Garcia spoke to the council about the situation that occurred at his house. On September 23rd, a pipe broke in his basement that was hooked to the main water valve. The city had not fixed a leak on their side of the water meter which caused complications for the city guys who tried to disconnect the water. These complications caused a delay in the water being shut off, which caused over 1500 gallons of water to spill in his basement.  He is asking for the council to help pay their insurance deductible of $500.00, Davis Electrical, INC bill and offset of the increase of the water bill for next month. Nick reported the leak to the city on May 6.
Troy Hanson moved to pay the Garcia’s insurance deductible of $500.00 and Davis Electrical, INC bill of $221.53. Seconded by Marshal Sanders. No discussion. Motion carried 5-0.
Administration – Superintendent

Juliann updated the council on the water meter situation. Juliann had instructed Reuben to get the new water employees to work on this project. Troy expressed his displeasure about the fact it took 8 months to clear the dirt out. Reuben answered questions from the council about this issue. Juliann instructed Reuben to get with Cory will be taking over the lead on the project. 
LaDona presented the houses that have been recommended for violating the minimum housing code. John explained more detail of the position of the city.  He just needs the direction for the council. The consensus of the council is to focus on the buildings which are abandoned.  Council requested that LaDona provide a list to John so he can file a complaint. The council would like to have a Landmark Bank meeting next council to discuss purchasing options for these properties. 
LaDona requested guidance for the three houses which have been sent code violation but have not complied.  The city can write a resolution to seize the property or prosecute the code violators. John advised the counsel on both options. The consensus of the council was that John prosecutes these code violators. Troy asked for a copy of this code to be provided to the council for the next meeting.
Juliann explained the situation with one delinquent bill and their payment agreement. This individual pays their current and then rounds to the next dollar amount. The difference is applied to their delinquent bill. This amount can range from $5.00 to $20.00. This individual has been operating this way since 2009. Juliann is requesting the council set a time frame for the individual to pay off their delinquent amount.  The census of the council is to allow this individual up to six payments to settle their delinquent bill. Troy requested a monthly delinquent list be provided to the council in one of their bi-monthly packet.
 Troy Hanson moved for council to recess into executive session pursuant to personnel matters of nonelected personnel, in order to discuss and review skating manager applications, to include mayor, council, and city attorney, the open meeting to resume in this room at  8:15 pm. Seconded by Bobby Stimatze.  No discussion Motion carried 5-0

Troy Hanson moved to hire Sidney Tucker as skating manager for the 2015-2016 season.  Seconded by Marshal Sanders. No discussion. Motion carried 4-1. Nay Vote by Bobby Stimatze.
Electric Department

Marshal Sanders moved to approve the purchase from Protective Equip. Testing Lab for the annual testing of electrical vehicles for $2167.25. Seconded by Mark Byrant.  No discussion Motion carried 4-1. Nay Vote by Troy Hanson. 
Legal – City Attorney-No Report
New Business

Mayor Juliann M Owens suggested bringing the job of mowing the yards of code violators in house. There would be additional personnel and equipment cost. The census of the council is to research and collect additional information and table this until the 1st meeting in January.
Old Business
Mayor Owens reminded the council about the ongoing issues with Stafford County Trash Service, Inc.  Juliann suggested having the city take control of the solid waste collection. There was much discussion with council and Terry Welch about this subject. Troy had contacted Nisley Brothers, out of Hutchinson; they would still honor their first proposal. Nisley would also go with a year contract, which would allow the city to get organized for taking on this task.  Bobby asked about a list of conditions which should have been attached to the original contract. With no list being found, the Mayor requested the council create a list of conditions/corrections that need to be addressed. LaDona will include these conditions/corrections in a letter to Terry. The council has given Terry a time frame of 90 days to repair these corrections, after 90 days, the city will revisit and evaluate this topic. 
With no further business, Mark Bryant moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30p.m. Seconded by Bobby Stimatze. No discussion.  Motion carried 5-0.
Next regular meeting will be Tuesday, October 20th, 2015 at 7 pm.
_____________________
Juliann M Owens, Mayor   
_____________________
LaDona Garcia, City Clerk
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